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Gray Hair and the Poets’ Repentance: A Reading of Al-
Satali’s Diwan

Dr. Bassam Al-Bargawi

Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Faculty of Arts and
Humanities, University of Shargiyah (Sultanate of Oman)

Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Faculty of Arts, Humanities
and Social Sciences, Manouba University (Tunisia)

Abstract

This study examines the meanings of grey hair in the Diwan of the Omani
poet Abii Bakr Ahmad ibn Sa‘1d al-Khariist, known as al-Sattali. The analysis
focuses primarily on what may be termed the “repentance of poets,” which
we regard as a form of repentance grounded in ethics and genealogically
rooted in poetry itself. Our interest in this topic stems from the notable
originality observed in al-Sattali’s poetic engagement with the theme of grey
hair. Adopting a structural and interpretive approach, the poetic text is
examined through three main axes. The first explores the relationship
between grey hair and womanhood; the second addresses the connection
between grey hair and ethics; while the third is devoted to reflecting on what
we have termed the poets’ repentance. This investigation leads to several
conclusions, most notably that the discourse on grey hair functions as an
artistic poetic device through which the poet distances himself from amorous
prelude (nasib) and turns toward panegyric praise (madh), thereby
constituting, in one of its dimensions, a ritual of transition. Within this
dynamic of separation and connection, the central meanings of repentance
take shape, transcending the ethical sphere to reach the very essence of poetry
itself.

Keywords: Omani poetry, Al-Satali, gray hair, al-madh, al-nasib, repentance.
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