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Aspects of Economic Life in Mecca Before Islan

Abdulrahman Salman Al-Saedi
Faculty of Sharia Department of Islamic Economics
Islamic University of Madinah
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Dr. Elwalied Nour Alhuda Kanna
Islamic University of Madinah

Abstract

This study seeks to shed light on some of the economic aspects of pre-
Islamic Mecca, based on its famous geographical location and its impact on
the trade caravan routes that passed through it. The second part of the study
examines the industries and crafts that existed in Mecca, such as agriculture,
trade, carpentry, butchering, tanning, tailoring, blacksmithing, building,
goldsmithing, and digging a gold mine. The study used historical sources to
extract information about how the people of Mecca earned their livelihood
through crafts and trade in the markets.

The study found that Mecca's geographical location played a significant
role in controlling the ancient caravan trade routes that passed through it,
especially between Yemen in the south and the Levant in the north. The
study also highlighted the importance of trade as an economic pillar and a
primary activity in Mecca. Increases in agricultural crop production played a
key role in promoting commerce and trade, allowing for the flow of goods
such as spices, leather, and textiles into Mecca. Crafts and industrial
activities in Mecca were largely linked to commerce and trade. The study
recommended a more in-depth study of Islamic history from an economic
perspective, drawing lessons for the present. It also recommended designing
tourist itineraries that highlight Mecca's ancient economic sites, such as
markets and ancient trade caravan routes. The study also recommended
reviving traditional crafts as part of Mecca's heritage .

Keywords: Economic conditions, Mecca, industries, crafts.
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