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The Characteristics of the Muslim Personality
in the Earliest Revelations of the Qur’an

Nabeel Mahmood Muftah Escandar
Abstract

This study examines the features of the Muslim personality in the earliest
Qur’anic revelations, through an analytical investigation of the reports
concerning the beginning of revelation and a pedagogical analysis of the
early Meccan surahs: Al-Alaq (1-5) Al-Muddaththir, Al-Fatihah, and Al-
Muzzammil. The study draws upon classical Qur’anic exegesis, books of
occasions of revelation, Prophetic biography, and authentic historical
sources, with a focus on the foundational educational dimension of the
Meccan phase.

The research adopts a descriptive-analytical and inductive methodology,
ensuring precise attribution of Qur’anic verses, authentication of Prophetic
traditions from their original sources, and accurate attribution of scholarly
opinions. The study concludes that the apparent diversity of views regarding
the first revelation represents a diversity of perspective rather than
contradiction, reflecting a deliberate pedagogical progression in revelation:
beginning with intellectual and cognitive formation, advancing to
responsibility and proclamation, reinforced by spiritual discipline, and
culminating in comprehensive servitude and guidance.

The findings demonstrate that the earliest revelations established an
integrated educational framework for shaping the Muslim personality,
balancing intellect and spirituality, worship and action, and individual and
communal responsibility-an enduring model applicable to contemporary
educational and da‘wah contexts.

Keywords: Muslim personality, early revelation, Meccan surahs, Qur’anic
education, pedagogical formation.
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