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The Differences Among Shia Sects in Debating with Christians

Malak Fahd Khudr Al-Hujaili
PhD in Creed — Qassim University

Abstract

The history of debate between Shiite sects and Christians has shown a
diversity of approaches and intellectual positions. The Shiites have
employed various methods in their discussions with Christians, based on
differences in their sources of legislation. Although some Shiite sects share
general Islamic perspectives, they have presented distinct views due to their
unique interpretations of religious texts and their reliance on reason and
esoteric exegesis.

In general, the diversity of Shiite approaches in dialogue with Christians
has led to varying outcomes, ranging from sharp confrontation at times to
philosophical openness at others. This has made their stance more complex
compared to the Sunni approach in debating Christians. This topic has been
examined in an introduction, three main sections, and a conclusion:

First Section: The debate between Twelver Shiites and Christians.
Second Section: The debate between Zaydi Shiites and Christians.
Third Section: Responses to Christians among Akhbari and Usuli Shiites.

The researcher has reached several conclusions, the most important of
which are:

1- Shiites do not adhere to the Quran and authentic Sunnah as primary
sources of legislation.

2- The sources of Shiite legislation vary according to personal inclinations
and individuals.

3- Reason is considered equivalent to religious texts, providing a fertile
ground for spreading their deviations.

Keywords: Shiites, sources, legislation, reason, Christians.
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