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Existence and Consciousness between Taymiyyah's Thought
and Materialist Conceptions An Analytical Reading

Dr. Abdullah bin Nafi* bin A'id Al-Dhajani
Associate Professor in the Department of Islamic Studies
College of Sharia and Law, Tabuk University - Saudi Arabia

Abstract

The research aims to highlight the extent of existential and epistemological
disagreement and variation between Ibn Taymiyyah and material philosophy,
particularly dialectical materialism, to refine the areas of disagreement
between them and to correct the perceptions of some researchers regarding
certain material and Islamic principles, such as the definition of "matter” and
the understanding of the principle of "the precedence of matter over
consciousness,” which can only be understood after linking them to their
ultimate references, as well as the Islamic principle of knowledge (fitrah).
This presentation is structured around two parts: the first part presents the
ultimate existential references for each, clearly and explicitly, closely linked
to their texts, while the second part shows the stark contradiction between the
material dialectical principle (the precedence of matter over consciousness)
and the Islamic epistemological principle (the epistemological fitrah), a
contradiction that is recognized and adhered to by the philosophers of
dialectical materialism themselves.

In my research, | relied on a descriptive methodology with its two poles:
the analytical method and the synthetic method, which are complementary
approaches that have scientific effectiveness in analyzing and synthesizing
the central concepts serving the research objective. Thus, my treatment of the
topic - after the introduction and preface - was divided into two sections:
The first section: The ultimate reference between Ibn Taymiyyah and material
philosophy, and the second section: The precedence of innate consciousness
over the perception of matter, followed by a conclusion summarizing the idea
of the research and its main pathways, leading to its substantiated results
within the research.

Keywords: existence, consciousness, materialism, fitrah.
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