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The Implication of Command in Islamic Discourse
Between Recommendation and Obligation
"The Example of the Worshipper’s Barrier"

Dr. Nabil Naji Mohsen Ahmed
Associate Professor at the University of Tabuk
College of Sharia and Law - Saudi Arabia

Abstract

Obligations in Islamic law are based on a request for action, where the action
commanded may fall between being obligatory and recommended. Jurists
distinguish between the two; what is explicitly mandated and obligatory is
considered "wajib" (obligatory), while other actions are deemed "mandub"
(recommended). The action cannot be both obligatory and recommended in the
same command, as this would lead to a contradiction in legal rulings. Islamic law
does not allow for contradictions in obligations. Furthermore, imposing an
obligation on a person for something that is not obligatory can have consequences
in the legal judgment in terms of creed, knowledge, behavior, and ethics.

This led to the idea of writing this topic, where the researcher defined the
command and its forms, its implications on obligations, and clarified the
foundations of legal discourse. The researcher also discussed the views of jurists
regarding the conflict between recommended and obligatory actions, the legal
consequences of such a conflict, and the methods of resolving the conflict when
both obligatory and recommended actions are found in the same legal ruling. To
highlight the resolution of the contradiction in legal rulings, the researcher
selected the issue of covering during prayer as a model. This was to correct the
path of resolving conflicting fatwas, supported by the meanings of the commands
for the obligated person, explaining the definition of covering, its wisdom, and
presenting the views of jurists on its ruling. The researcher also clarified the legal
consequences of this and resolved the contradiction between the recommended
and obligatory rulings regarding covering during prayer. The goal was to
showcase the beauty of Islamic jurisprudence, which accommodates differences
of opinion by offering excuses for jurists based on their perspective, as this issue
is purely jurisprudential and should not be transferred to matters of belief. The
researcher emphasizes that it is incorrect to describe those who neglect covering
during prayer as committing acts of sin, innovation, or misguidance, and aims to
correct the obligations for the obligated individuals by adhering to the legal
consequences of such actions.

Keywords: significance, command, legal discourse, covering, as a model.
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