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Direct and Indirect Effects Between Academic Engagement,
fear of ridicule, and Cumulative GPA Among
Students at Hagl University College

Dr. Mohammed Ahmed Zoghaibi
Associate Professor of Psychology, Department of Basic Sciences
University College of Hagl University of Tabuk
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Abstract

The current study aimed to identify the levels of academic engagement and
fear of ridicule (gelotophobia), examine the differences between them based
on gender (male, female), and explore the direct and indirect effects between
academic engagement, fear of ridicule, and cumulative GPA. To achieve the
study objectives, the researcher employed the descriptive- correlational
approach. and used The Fear of Ridicule Scale developed by Ruch & Proyer
(2008) was used, while the researcher designed the Academic Engagement
Scale. Both scales were administered to a randomly selected sample of 210
male and female students.

The results showed that the level of academic engagement among the study
sample was high, while the level of fear of ridicule was moderate. The
findings also revealed significant differences between males and females in
fear of ridicule, with females scoring higher. However, no significant
differences were found between them in academic engagement. Additionally,
the results indicated the presence of both direct and indirect effects between
academic engagement, fear of ridicule, and cumulative GPA.
keywords: Direct and indirect effects, Academic engagement, fear of
ridicule, cumulative GPA, University College of Hagl.
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