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Wadi Al-Qura in the Poetry of the ‘Udhri Poets
during the Umayyad Era

Dr. Adel Hammad Al-Qasimi Al-Balawi
Associate Professor of Literary Studies
Al-Wajh University College, University of Tabuk
Department of Basic Sciences

Abstract

This study explores the significance of *Wadi Al-Qura* as a geographic
and emotional space in the poetry of the ‘Udhri poets during the Umayyad
period. The poets’ strong attachment to this region stems from its role as their
birthplace, residence, or the dwelling place of the beloved, which imbues the
place with emotional resonance. The Arab poetic tradition—particularly
among the ‘Udhri poets—is deeply rooted in the evocation of place, as
evidenced by the frequent opening of poems with references to deserted
dwellings and lamentation over ruins, a convention that persisted from the
pre-Islamic era well into later periods.

For the "Udhri poets, *Wadi Al-Qura* symbolizes longing, nostalgia, and
emotional refuge from both physical and existential estrangement. The poetic
texts analyzed in this study reveal the poet’s deep connection to place,
reflecting his inner emotional landscape. The research aims to shed light on
the multifaceted representation of *Wadi Al-Qura* in ‘Udhri poetry. The
study is organized into an introduction, a prelude, two main chapters, and a
conclusion. The key findings include:

- The concept of place occupies a prominent role in ‘Udhri poetry during the
Umayyad era, functioning as an essential thematic element.

- The ‘Udhri poet effectively manipulates spatial imagery to mirror his
psychological and emotional states.

- *Wadi Al-Qura* serves as a contemplative sanctuary, allowing the poet to
meditate on life’s transience and human mortality.

- The study uncovers a notable phenomenon among the ‘Udhri poets: the
diverse and symbolically rich use of natural landscapes—trees, seas, deserts,
valleys, and bodies of water.

Keywords: *Wadi Al-Qura*, ‘Udhri poets, Umayyad period, Arabic poetry,
place and space.
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