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Equivalence of Evidence in Islamic Creed

Dr. Faisal bin Abdulmajid bin Abdullah Al-Shamrani
Assistant Professor, Department of Islamic Studies
College of Arts and Sciences in Mahayel Asir

Abstract

This research addresses the issue of "equivalence of evidence in Islamic
creed" as one of the most prominent methodological dilemmas found in the
approaches of some logicians and theologians (Mutakallemin). The term
refers to the equal strength of conflicting rational theological arguments,
which prevents preferring one over the other and leads to suspension of
judgment or confusion. The study aims to establish the conceptual
foundation of this notion, trace its intellectual origins, identify its
proponents, analyze their arguments, and clarify the implications of this
position in both doctrinal and epistemological fields. The research adopts
inductive, analytical, and critical methodologies and concludes that the
assertion of equivalence stems from a disorder in the method of reasoning
and a lack of adherence to Shari‘ah-based criteria. It only occurs in purely
rational arguments and not in definitive scriptural texts. The study also
demonstrates that this claim leads to dangerous consequences, most notably
doubt, contradiction, sophistry, agnosticism, and even justification of
doctrinal pluralism. The study recommends restoring the approach of
Sunnah in theological reasoning, which is based on the integration of
revelation and reason, warning against prioritizing speculative rational
arguments over definitive textual proofs, and emphasizes the importance of
evaluating contemporary theological thinking methodologies in light of this
foundational framework.
Keywords: Islamic creed, equivalence of evidence, theologians, doubt,
rational inference, Sunnah methodology.
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