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Methodology of Ibn Rajab in Evaluating Hadiths through
His Book "Jami* al-‘Ulum wa al-Hikam fi Sharh Khamsin
Hadithan min Jawami‘ al-Kalim': A Critical Hadith Perspective

Dr. Amal bint Ismail Muhammad Zahid Al-Sini
Associate Professor, Department of Qur’an and Sunnah
College of Da‘wah and Fundamentals of Religion

Umm Al-Qura University

Abstract
This research aims to study the methodology of Imam Ibn Rajab al-
Hanbali, may Allah have mercy on him, in dealing with the Prophetic
Hadith, through his book Jami‘ al-‘Ulum wa al-Hikam, one of the most
important commentaries on the Forty Hadiths of Imam al-Nawawi.

The study begins by presenting an overview of Ibn Rajab’s personality
and his standing in the science of Hadith. It then addresses his definitions
and evaluations of authentic (Sahih), good (Hasan), weak (Da‘if), and
fabricated (Mawdu‘) Hadiths, revealing how Ibn Rajab distinguished
between what is acceptable and what is rejected, based on both the chain of
narration (Isnad) and the text (Matn).

The research also examines Ibn Rajab’s treatment of weak Hadiths,
clarifying his critical approach in authenticating some Hadiths or improving
them through corroboration and supporting narrations, and determining
when it is permissible to act upon weak Hadiths in matters of virtuous
deeds. Additionally, the study highlights Ibn Rajab’s criticisms of certain
Hadiths that he considered weak, based on the assessments of earlier Hadith
scholars.

Finally, the research provides a critical evaluation of Ibn Rajab’s
methodology in handling Hadiths and its impact on later scholars and
Hadith specialists, followed by a conclusion summarizing the main findings
and recommendations.

Keywords: Authentic (Sahih), Good (Hasan), Weak (Da‘if), Methodology,
Criticism
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