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Phonological Phenomena in Ibn Farak’s Qur’anic l-Exegesis (d.
406 AH) and Their Impact on Determining Meaning

Dr. Wafaa Suleiman Saeed Al-Juhani
Assistant Professor of Linguistics, Department of Arabic Language,
University of Tabuk, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Abstract

This study examines the major phonological phenomena addressed by
Imam Ibn Furak (d. 406 AH) in his Qur’anic exegesis through variant
readings, investigating their underlying causes and unveiling the semantic
implications arising from these variations. The research is divided,
following these phenomena, into three sections preceded by an introduction
and preface and followed by a conclusion. The first section discusses the
phenomenon of substitution (ibdal), the second addresses assimilation
(idgham), and the third explores glottalization (hamz). The study reached
several findings, including that Ibn Firak tended to adopt brevity in his
commentary, often limiting his discussion to certain phonological
phenomena without addressing them exhaustively. In terms of semantics, he
sometimes referred to the meaning of both readings, at times mentioned no
semantic implications, and occasionally refrained from decisively favoring
one interpretation over another, instead suggesting the possibility of both.
Moreover, he occasionally noted that the meaning of a particular word in a
given reading was unfamiliar or unattested in the speech of the Arabs,
implicitly indicating his disapproval of irregular (shadh) readings.

Keywords: Ibn Firak, phonological phenomena, Qur’anic readings,
dialects, semantics.
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