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Interpretation of Abu Umamah al-Bahili (may Allah be pleased
with him) of the Qur’anic Verses Revealed Concerning the
Khawarij: Collection and Study

Dr. Nabil bin Muhammad Mar’i Sa’id

Associate Professor, Department of Qur’an and its Sciences, Faculty of
Sharia and Fundamentals of Religion, King Khalid University

Abstract

This research examines the interpretation of Abu Umamah al-Bahili (may
Allah be pleased with him) of the Qur’anic verses revealed concerning the
Khawarij. The researcher has collected all narrations in which Abu Umamah
applied specific verses to the Khawarij, presented the interpretations of
these same verses by other exegetes from the Salaf (may Allah be pleased
with them), and critically analyzed these views alongside those of later
scholars. The study aims to compile comprehensively the transmitted
reports of Abu Umamah regarding verses he understood to have been
revealed about the Khawarij and to elucidate the evidentiary basis for his
application of these verses to them, addressing each instance in detail. The
researcher employed an integrated methodology comprising the inductive,
analytical, and deductive-jurisprudential approaches. Among the most
significant findings are that the lived experience of a Companion profoundly
influences his exegetical understanding of Qur’anic verses, as evidenced in
the tafsir of Abu Umamah who witnessed the Battle of Siffin alongside “Al1
ibn Abit Talib and directly encountered the Khawarij, leading him to apply
these verses to them; furthermore, the same verses that Abu Umamah
applied to the Khawarij were interpreted by other Salaf exegetes as referring
to the Jews, Christians, or hypocrites, indicating an overlap in the
characteristics described in the verses, and all these interpretations can be
harmoniously reconciled.

Keywords: Tafsir, Abu Umamah al-Bahili, Qur’anic verses, Khawarij.
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