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The Principle Whether Languages are Divinely Instituted or
Conventional: A Foundational and Applied Study

Khalid bin Mustafa bin Ismail al-Suleimani
Assistant Lecturer at the Faculty of Sharia and Law
at the University of the Saba’ Region, Yemen

Abstract

This study investigates the foundational question of languages: whether
language is divinely instituted by Almighty Allah or a conventional system
agreed upon by people. It critically examines the views of usuliyyun (Islamic
scholars in this concern), highlights the significance of this principle,
demonstrates the extent of its impact, and explores the jurisprudential
applications that arise from it. The study concludes that the disagreement
among ustli scholars and linguists regarding this principle has a direct effect
on jurisprudential disagreement and the construction of legal rulings.
Although this principle primarily falls within the domain of linguistics, usalt
scholars have addressed it in the context of linguistic discussions that intersect
with the science of Islamic legal theory (‘ilm al-ustil). Because of the absence
of an independent study devoted specifically to this principle and its
applications (according to the findings), the study recommends conducting an
expanded and comprehensive research on this principle, as well as
investigating contemporary jurisprudential applications based upon it.
Keywords: Languages, Divinely Instituted, Conventional, Foundational,
Applied, Jurisprudential Disagreement
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