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Jamal Al-Din Al-Afghani's (1839-1897 AD) Vision For
Reviving And Renewing The Islamic Caliphate
(Islamic Federation)
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University Malaya 50603 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Amer Abdulwahab Mahyoub Murshed
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University Malaya 50603 Kuala Lumpur

Abstract

Jamal al-Din al-Afghani is regarded one of the foremost pioneers of the
Islamic Renaissance. his reformist project was a vision for the
transformation of the caliphate system, which he considered the culmination
of revitalizing the societies and polities of the Islamic East. Al-Afghani
dedicated his life to advocating a tripartite reform agenda—religious, social,
and political—with the reorganization of the caliphate occupying a central
position. He envisaged a transition from the traditional, centralized structure
of the caliphate, as historically recognized by Muslims, toward a model
more closely resembling contemporary federal systems. In this envisioned
framework, local rulers would enjoy considerable autonomy in the
administration of internal affairs, while authority over matters such as
warfare and foreign policy would remain centralized. A robust constitution
would govern the relationship between the central authority and the regional
entities, thereby curbing the absolutism of the caliphat institution and
preventing the monopolization of political power. Nonetheless, this vision
was ultimately unrealized, as Sultan Abdul Hamid Il adopted only those
elements that served to consolidate his personal rule and safeguard his regime.
Keywords: Jamal al-din al-Afghani, Renewing, Caliphate, Islamic Federation
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